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and war, the strikes would offer no serious obstacle,68 as in
fact proved'to be the case.
At any rate, whatever the arguments used at this Coun-
cil, Sazonov prevailed in. maintaining his plan for "partial
mobilization/' But a concession was made to the militarists
in the adoption of a series of preparatory military measures
which would facilitate a "general mobilization" when the
Tsar should finally be persuaded to consent to it. In all,
five decisions were taken by the Ministerial Council. The
details of the fifth, and most important, of these were kept
very secret. The others were soon evident, or were com-
municated to Paleologue and Buchanan at once, and to
Pourtales a little later.
What were these five decisions?
1. The Tsar's approval of the decision "in principle"
foi% contingent "partial mobilization" against Austria—the
decision which had been reached at the Ministerial Council
of the preceding afternoon. This was reported to the
French Government in Paris, which was able to inform
Poincare on July 26 on his voyage homeward:
At the Ministerial Council on the 25th, which was held
in the presence of the Tsar, the mobilization of thirteen
army corps, intended in case of need [eventuellement] to
operate against Austria was considered; this mobilization,
. however, would only be effective if Austria were to bring
armed pressure to bear on Serbia, and not until notice had
been given by the Minister of Foreign Affairs, upon whom
falls the duty of fixing the day, liberty being left to him
to go on with the negotiations, even if Belgrade should be
occupied. Russian opinion makes it clear that it is both
68 Pourtalfes to Bethmann, July 25 (KD., 205): "From a trustworthy
source I hear that in the Ministerial Council here'yesterday [July 24]
the question of first consideration discussed was whether the present in-
ternal condition of Russia is such that the country could face external
complications without trouble. The majority of the Ministers present
are said to have expressed themselves to the effect that Russia need not
hesitate before such complications on account of the internal situation,"

